
Year 1/2 Newsletter 
Term 1—2019 

Welcome back to Term 1 2018! 

We hope you have all had a wonderful  
holiday and have had a great start to the 
new year. We trust that your child has  
settled in well to their new class and we 
welcome all new families to MWNPS.  
 
We are excited for the year ahead where 
we welcome new staff Mary Uccellini in 
1/2U and Jodie Edwards, teaching  
Physical Education (P.E). We also  
welcome back a familiar face—Tristan 
Harper in 1/2H and Tara King coming 
from 3/4 to 1/2 as our year level leader in 
1/2K. 

 

Inquiry 
This term, students will participate in  
Inquiry rotations throughout the week, 
working with the different teachers in Year 
1/2. Our Inquiry topic this term focuses on 
Biological Science, particularly looking at 
living things, their life cycles, as well as a 
further focus on Digital Technologies. 

 

Important Dates 
 
21st Feb: Prep-6 St John 

Ambulance First Aid Incursion 

 

23rd Feb: Working Bee! 

 

26th Feb: Getting-to-Know-You 

Meetings begin 

 

2nd Mar: School Open Day 

 

8th Mar: Curriculum Day 

 

11th Mar: Labour Day holiday 

 

12th Mar: School Photo Day 

 

5th Apr: Last Day of Term 1 

Diaries 

Each student has received their own student diary for 2019. These are an 
important part of the morning routine and homework for students as well as a 
communication tool between school and home. Please ensure that all reading 
your child is completing at home is recorded in the diary on a regular basis.  

 

Reminders 

We are always appreciative of tissue donations for the Year 1/2 Space. 



Curriculum 
Literacy  
Throughout the Term, students will be developing their Literacy skills through 
a range of targeted learning activities. They will be involved in small group 
focussed sessions, independent practice of skills and explicit teaching. Year 
1/2 students will also be engaged in Multi-Sensory Structured Learning 
(MSL) through kinaesthetic, auditory and visual learning. For more 
information, visit www.multisensoryeducation.net.au/what-is-msl  
 
We will be looking at different comprehension strategies to build literal and 
inferred meaning, and begin to analyse texts by drawing on growing 
knowledge of context, language and visual features and print and multimodal 
text structures. This will be complemented by our two writing focusses: 
persuasive and narrative. 
 
As part of their morning routine, students read from 8:50am up to the 9:00am 
bell. We ask that you have your child arrive before the 8:50am bell, so 
teachers may begin their lessons promptly at 9am.  
 
Please, remind your child to read to 
you for at least 15 minutes every 
night, aloud, and if possible ask 
questions to check understanding 
of the texts. 
 
 

Numeracy 

Students will be developing an understanding of  place value and how num-
bers are written, physically represented and created. They will engage in nu-
meracy games, logic and problem solving activities, as well as explicit teach-
ing sessions throughout the term. 

Later in the term, we will be focussing on Statistics and Probability, using lan-
guage such as likely, unlikely, certain, impossible. We encourage you to 
speak to your child about where chance events occur and where you use nu-
meracy in your day-to-day life. 



Specialists 
German 

This term in German, students in Year 1/2 will be answering the questions 
“Was magst du?” (what do you like?). They will learn the words for different 
activities and different foods in German, and talk about whether they like 

them or not. By the end of the term, students will be able to name their  
hobbies and some foods that they like or dislike, engage in simple  
conversations with their peers in German and create a short booklet about 

things they like or dislike. 

Miss Madeleine Sim (Frau Sim) 

 

The Arts 

During Term One, the Year 1/2s will be looking at various artworks and  
present a range of interpretations of the subject matter based on their ideas. 
They will experiment with a range of materials such as: textiles, pastels and 
newspaper to visually express their experiences. The Year 1/2 students will 

learn to identify and follow technical processes and safe practices in relation 
to making artworks especially when using various attachment techniques 
commonly used in 3D construction.  They will become more familiar with  
visual conventions that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists use when 

expressing their ideas and experiences. Well done to the students in their 
Stomp Dance Week, they learnt 4 different dances, one each day and  
performed in front of the whole school last Friday. Thank you to those  

parents who came and supported their child. 

Miss Vicki Nicolos 

 

Physical Education 

In Term 1, Year 1/2 will participate in games and activities to practise their  
fundamental motor skills (FMS) including throwing, catching and kicking.  
To enhance their capacity to work as part of a team and in small groups, the  
students will revise and build upon locomotor skills such as running, jumping,  
hopping and skipping. 

Miss Jodie Edwards 



Information 
Parent Helpers  

We love having parent helpers in the Year 1/2 Space for all sorts of 
support from Literacy and Mathematics classes, to helping to 
organise readers or even as guest speakers if you have knowledge 
about a key area of our curriculum.  

If you have a current Working With Children’s Check and can spare 
some time we would love to have your assistance.  

 

Office Items 

We ask that you make sure your child is wearing correct school 
uniform, including hair ties, hairbands, stockings and 
undergarments. If you are unsure of what is allowed please contact 
your classroom teacher or head to the school website for our school 
policy. Items such as uniform and accessories may be purchased at 
the Office. These could include sunglasses, hats, communication 
bags, headphones (if damaged, or lost) and diaries.  

 

Summer Weather 
Students are required to wear an appropriate SunSmart (wide-
brimmed or covering the neck/ears) hat during outside activities 
from Mid-August to April. Please make sure that hats and all 
belongings are clearly named. 
 
Homework 

Homework will be given out Wednesdays and is due in on the  
following Monday. The work will consist of reading nightly, and also 
cover other subject areas. The activities are designed to support 
learning in the classroom. Please question your child’s thinking, 
asking them to explain and dive deeper, guide their thinking if you 
notice they are being challenged and encourage a positive and 
resilient mindset. We can do it! 



Information 
Please:  

请您协助： 

 bring your child’s diary to school everyday 每天孩子带学校日志

到校 

 ensure they have a drink bottle and a Sun Smart hat 孩子务必带

水瓶和帽子 

 try to avoid sending nuts in food to school 避免所有含坚果的食

物 

 give your child brain-food (fruit or vegetables), a snack and 

lunch and explain which is which to your child 给孩子带水果或蔬

菜，零食，午餐，并向孩子解释清楚它们是在不同时间吃的 

 read with your child for 15 minutes every day 每天和孩子一起读

书15分钟 

 ensure all your child’s belongings are labelled 给孩子所有个人用

品和校服写上名字 

 

Thank you 谢谢 

Contact us 
Miss Tara King           1/2K 
king.tara.t@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Mr. Tristan Harper          1/2H 
harper.tristan.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Miss Mary Uccellini          1/2U 
uccellini.mary.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 


