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SUNSMART 
 

PHILOSOPHY 

 

Mount Waverley North Primary School acknowledges that Health is a lifelong process 

concerned with the understanding of those factors which promote the health and well-being 

of individuals, families and communities.  Australia has the highest incidence of skin cancer 

in the world, with currently two out of three people contracting skin cancer at some time in 

their lives.  The major cause, over exposure to the sun’s ultraviolet radiation (UV) during 

childhood and adolescence is well known and easily avoided.  Protection in childhood and 

adolescence means a life-long reduced risk. 

 

PURPOSE 

 

 To reduce the risk of students developing skin cancer during their lifetimes. 

 To foster the belief that sun protection is necessary and achievable. 

 To develop knowledge and skills that will enable students to make informed choices 
about sun protection. 

 To encourage students to take an increasingly active and responsible role in 
providing for their own sun protection. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

 

 It is mandatory for students and teachers to wear Sun Smart approved hats during all 
outdoor activities from the 1st of September until the 30th of April. 

 Students not wearing Sun Smart hats at this time will remain in a shaded area of the 
yard. 

 Students will be encouraged to wear approved sunglasses and sunscreen (to be 
provided by parents) from the 1st of September until the 30th of April. 

 Sunscreen will be provided in first aid kits for use on excursions and school camps.  

 Wherever practicable playground equipment will be covered by shade-cloth sails. 

 The Sun Smart Program will be taught and/or revised at each Victorian Curriculum 
level each year, particularly during the Learning to Learn unit. 

 Timetables may be changed so that high risk activities take place at low risk times. 

 On days of UV levels of 11+ students will be instructed to remain in shaded areas of 
the yard. 

 During days of extreme heat students will be brought inside. 

 Parents will be encouraged to provide students sunscreen with a 30+ rating. 

 Staff will provide students opportunity to apply sunscreen before commencing 
outdoor activities. 

 Parents will be provided timely notification as to when extra sun protection measures 
will begin. 

 From the beginning of September until the end of April students will be encouraged 
to wear rash vests during outdoor swimming activities.   

 


